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How To Prepare Your Camellias For Mandatory Water Restrctions
By Bradford King

The need to reduce consumption of water in California is an urgent issue. Man-
datory water restrictions are in place and full cooperation is necessary. How do
we save our camellias?

If you haven't already done the following things do them as soon as possible.
Check every outlet, faucet, valve and washer to insure you have no leaks inside or
outside your house.

INSIDE THE HOME

Make a strong effort to limit the use of water inside your home in order to have
water for your camellias. Numerous suggestions and recommendations have -
been circulated in newspapers, magazines and the internet. Adopt as many as
possible. Remember to recycle water when possible. For example my dog loves
fresh water twice a day. Her bowl contains two cups of water so the remainder is
used for plants, not thrown down the sink. I have changed fish tank water once
a week for 60 years, so the tropical fish live for years. I now save and use the 20
gallons of water removed from nine tanks on plants. You too may have personal
ways to save or recycle water.

OUTSIDE THE HOME

A key is to have a rational plan. The typical lawn uses high amounts of water
and in fact in many cases is overwatered. Install timers to limit application; water
after the sun goes down so there is less evaporation loss, not in the early morning.
Never use the “California rake” that is using a hose to clean walks, driveways and
around the pool. Sweep them with a broom or have the gardeners do this for
you. When washing the car, tools, tables, chairs use a pail of water and recycle the
water on the lawn or use it to flush the toilet. When watering a shrub or tree it is
best to do one deep watering rather than many small ones.

SAVING YOUR CAMELLIAS
1. Focus on saving your best plants. Keep the show winners and most needed
landscape camellias. Let the “dogs” die including those with poor flowers or those
struggling to survive. In short, cut your losses.
2. Install a drip system and be sure it is operating correctly. Automatic systems are
convenient and useful but will need to be monitored to insure they are working
properly. Not infrequently, one plant or area gets too much moisture and another
not enough.
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stems. The larger leaves make collecting the leaves for tea easy— “your bag will fill
up fast™ C. sinensis variety sinensis ‘Small Leaf” has small white flowers borne on
a compact multi branched shrub that grows to 6 feet. It is popular in Japan and
grows best in fifty percent sun or light shade and is hardy to zone 6B. It makes
a good landscape plant with its small white flowers whose leaves can make a de-
licious tea. This nursery has introduced two of their own strains— C. sinensis
‘Christine’s Choice” selected by Christine Park from the nurseries tea test plot
and C. sinensis ‘Dave’s Fave’ which has large, rounded leaves and short internodes
making a vigorous well rounded bush with abundant shoots for making tea.

In summary the home gardener may enjoy growing a number of these shapely
plants in the landscape and harvesting leaves to make his/her own tea; a topic to
be addressed in the next issue “How to Make Tea"
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like “People.” There is limited publicity
for plants. In addition, even major com-
mercial nurseries catalogs tout seeds,
annual flowers, perennials and trees,
but many have no camellias listed. Tra-
ditionally, camellia cultivars gain popu-
larity in the camellia world at camellia
shows and camellia society meetings.
More recently web sites and digital
photography has helped increased
interest. Books and magazines certainly
help once people become interested in
camellias.

There are at least three factors that
are involved in a camellia’s popularity.
First and foremost, the cultivar must
reliably produce beautiful flowers
distinct from other camellias. Second, it
should be attractive and relatively easy
to grow. Third, it must be available in
sufficient numbers. Size is not a key to
popularity, but clear bright colors and
distinguishing markings seem to help.
Popular show flower winners tend to
have more complicated forms; very few
single flowers outside the species class
become winners.

Why are some camellia cultivars
popular in one country or region of
America? One factor is where a camel-
lia is introduced. If introduced in the
United States, it is most likely to be first
distributed locally. Some cultivars are
distributed to family and friends and
never gain widespread interest. Some
camellias bred and propagated by
nurseries in the South are never seen
in California. This is even more likely
if the cultivars were bred in Australia
or New Zealand. However, choice
cultivars do become desired interna-
tionally. For example, ‘Nicky Crisp’,
a‘hybrid seedling from New Zealand,
and ‘John Huntt’ from Australia are

admired worldwide. Additionally, there
are numerous southern-bred camel-

lias that are also popular in California
such as ‘Glen 40’ from Alabama, ‘Frank
Houser’ from Georgia, ‘Miss Charles-
ton Variegated’ from South Carolina
and ‘Lady Laura’ from Florida, just to
name a few. -

The main reason a camellia culti-
var becomes popular in California is
that is propagated here in this state.
Today in California, Nuccio’s Nurser-
ies is the main camellia nursery. They
began in 1935 and have continued to

introduce new camellias and propagate
hundreds of wonderful cultivars. In
the last twenty-five years, almost all
camellia plants in California have come
from this world-famous source. Yes,
large growers like Monrovia Nurseries
distribute camellias, but they sell a very
limited number of camellia cultivars to
the general public and not the rare and

_ diverse varieties sought by camellia en-

thusiasts. Before 1985, Kramer-Brothers,
McCaskill and 30 other small nurser-
ies, now out of business, introduced
interesting new camellias in California.
Some of their introductions can be
found throughout the U.S. During the
last twenty-five years, Southern Cali-
fornians have gotten almost all their ca-
mellias from Nuccio’s. In other words,
if they don’t propagate a cultivar, it

is unlikely to be seen here. There are
many very good nurseries and camel-
lia breeders in the East but, unless they
do mail order or the California grower
is highly motivated fo get cuttings or
scions from the other coast, the cultivar
is never seen locally.

Editor’s note: Thanks, Gene Phillips,
for your photos of ‘Cile Mitchell” and 'Kiku
Toji’. Other photos were provided by the
author.

L T Y B
When I go into the garden, I forget everything. It's uncomplicated in my world of
gardening. It’s trial and error, really. If something doesn’t work, it comes out,
and you start all over again.
— Emilia Fox
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A NEW BEETLE PROBLEM
Bradford King

This new threat to trees is the Po-
lyphagous Shot Hole Borer. It was first
observed in a trap at Whittier Narrows
in 2013. It has spread to Los Angeles,
Riverside and Orange counties. The
name “Polyphagous” means many
plants because it attacks a wide range
of trees (200 species). The beetle is
smaller than a grain of rice so it is very
unlikely that we will see it even when it
is present. The entrance hole is minute
but overtime usually shows an oily dark
stain around it. Inavocados a white
sugar like substance is usually present
around the entrance hole. The Shot Hole
Borer infects trees with a fungus when it
drills into wood. The beetle itself can't
digest wood so it feeds on the fungus.
The beetle and fungus have a symbiotic
relationship. When the beetle burrows
into the tree, it inoculates the host plant

with the fungus. The fungus attacks the -

vascular tissue of the tree which brings
water and nutrients from the roots to
the rest of the tree eventually causing
branch dieback and over time death to
the tree. The beetle larvae live in gal-
leries within the tree and feed on the
fungus. '
When this beetle drills into a tree
there are three possible outcomes. One,
is the beetle is repelled with no infec-
tion. Studies have found 20 species
of tree that don’t become infected.
Scientists are seeking to find out what
features of these trees help them repel
the beetle. Two, the beetle drills into
the tree transmits the fungus but the

beetle doesn’t reproduce. This happens
in more than 50 % e species attacked.
This may cause dieback of branches
or make the tree prone to other insect
damage. Three, the beetle drills into
the tree, fungus infects the tree and
the beetle reproduces. These trees are
conceded the true hosts which to date
has been observed in about 8 % of the
species of trees. This includes Avocado,
Coastal Live Oak, Box Elder, California
Sycamore and plants like Castor Bean
and Ailanthus (Tree of Heaven). Some
trees seem to suffer mild symptoms like
branch die-back, while others are killed
outright. The beetle has been observed
in Camellias but it is not believed to be
a favorite host.

This beetle and its fungus are a
substantial threat to forests and the

. avocado industry. In Israel avocado

trees have been greatly impacted so the
beetle has been under investigation for
three years. Research has just begun in
California with the La County Arbore-
tum, Descanso Gardens, and The Hun-
tington assisting Cal State Riverside
scientists. To date there are no known
ways to control the beetle or damage to
infected trees. It is known that trans-
porting infected trees as fire wood can
spread the beetles.

Editor’s note: Check out the website
hitp./fwww. wrightwoodcalif.com/forum/
for more information.

% ok 3k
In 1977 an anonymous person wrote “Nowadays you probably feel people talk
more than they listen. But if you really want to get someone’s attention, just men-
tion one of 12 little words: SAVE, MONEY, YOU, NEW, HEALTH, RESULTS, EASY,
SAFETY, LOVE, DISCOVERY, PROVEN and GUARANTEE.”

What are today’s 12 words?

18



Return to TOC















Return to TOC















Return to TOC









Return to TOC












Return to TOC

DESCANSO AND HUNTINGTON GARDENS
CONTRIBUTIONS TO THE CAMELLIA WORLD
Photo and Story by Bradford King

Many of the major gardens in
America were developed by wealthy
landowners with passions and visions
to develop their gardens. In Southern
California this included Descanso
Gardens, Huntington Botanical
Gardens, Sherman Gardens, Virginia
Robinson and the Getty. Very few of
these gardens have remained in the
originator’s family. Magnolia
Plantation and Gardens in Charleston,
South Carolina is a major exception as
it is still in the Drayton family. It was
founded in 1676 making it the oldest
public garden in America. It was
opened to visitors in 1870 and is
known for its Romantic Garden and its
thousands of camellias, many of
which were imported from Asia and
Europe. Because camellias are not
indigenous to America, it was wealthy
families and nurseries that imported
the first camellias to the United States.
In Southern California, we are very
fortunate that people like Ralph Peer,
Manchester Boddy, Henry
Huntington, William Hertrich,
Howard Asper and Dr. Walter
Lammerts became interested in
developing extensive camellia
collections. Their contributions were
shared with local nurseries such as
Star Nursery, Nuccio’s Nurseries, Mc
Caskills, Kramer Brothers and Hearn
Nurseries and now thousands of
cultivars and camellia species are
found in home and public gardens in
Southern California. The camellia
collections in Southern California
began in the early 1900’s and have
continued to evolve today despite the
fact that Nuccio’s Nurseries is the only
camellia and azalea nursery still in
business in this area.

DESCANSO GARDENS
In 1937 Manchester Boddy
purchased 125 acres of land in La
Canada where he raised cattle and
- began planting camellias with the
intention of developing them for the

cut flower industry. By 1941 he had
amassed a collection of 600 camellias.
He and his family lived in a 22-room
mansion built in the then popular
Regency style.

As the camellia collection
continued to expand, Boddy hired
Howard Asper, a camellia specialist,
as curator and chief propagator.
Together they developed a
commercial camellia plantation to,
serve the cut flower industry and
camellias became the flower of choice
as corsages for the well-dressed ladies
of the time. ,

Boddy, an admirer of Asian
culture and the Japanese people in
America,; purchased the entire
inventory of two Japanese camellia
growers when they were forced into
the internment camps during World
War II. J.W. Uyematsu owned and
operated Star Nurseries, the largest
and most successful in California,
which had imported 50 camellia
cultivars from Japan in 1930. F. W.
Yoshimura‘s Mission Nursery
continues today as San Gabriel
Nursery.

Howard Asper supervised the
planting of many of these camellias
beneath the oaks of “Rancho del
Descanso.” He grafted dozens of
varieties onto ‘Eureka’ rootstock to
enlarge the camellia plantation that
served their cut flower business. In
1945 Dr. Walter Lammerts joined
Boddy and Asper at Descanso. The
three men admired the giant flowers of
C. reticulata and envisioned
hybridizing with them, but none were .
available outside China. Dr. Lammerts
learned of a Chinese botanist in the
Yunnan Providence of China who
might be able to help and, in early
1948, Professor T. Tsai, a botanist at
Kumming Institute, wrote that 20
different cultivars of C. reticulata were
available. Twenty varieties were
shipped to San Francisco, but only 15
survived. This was a major
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HOW TEMPLE CITY BECAME HOME OF CAMELLIAS
Bradford King -

Temple City is a small city in the
San Gabriel Valley five miles
southeast of Pasadena, California.
Pasadena is the home of the famous
Rose Parade and Temple City is the
home of camellias. In 1944 the
Women’s Club of Temple City held a

_contest to choose a flower and slogan
for the community. Mrs. Ralph -
Saunders submitted the winner
“Temple City, Home of Camellias.”
The following year this slogan
inspired a camellia festival and
parade. Mrs. Dan Crowley, President -
of the Women'’s Club that year is
credited with beginning this camellia
tradition. The original Festival Parade
started with an eight-month old
Queen, Sharon Ray Pearson who rode
in an open car down Las Tunas
Avenue accompanied by a small
group of Camp Fire Girls who tossed
camellia blooms to the crowd. In
1949 the Temple Gity Chamber of

- Commerce asked the newly formed
Temple City Camellia Society to host
a camellia show as part of the
Camellia Festival and Parade. The

first show was held in atent on an -
open lot at the corner of Baldwin and
Las Tunas Avenues. The show lasted
three days and was a hit.

By 1961 the show had grown to
fifty floats built and decorated by
children. The Royal Court was
comprised of six first graders who
were part of youth activities in
Temple City. The camellia show was
held at the Temple City Women’s
Center and amateurs were invited to
enter camellia flowers.

The Camellia Festival Parade is
now held each year on the last
Saturday of February. Floats are
designed and decorated with
camellias by children. No commercial
or motor-driven vehicles are allowed.
By 2011 the parade had grown to
greet 20,000 visitors and over 5,000
children. However, there is no longer
a camellia show as part of this
wonderful event that recognizes the
importance of youth organizations in
this family-oriented community.

Editor’s note: Perhaps it could be
asked “Why not a camellia show?”

Australia Society
$37.000

Join Australia and New Zealand Camellia Societies

These are U.S. dollars.

Send your check payable to Southern California Camellia Society
¢/o Beth Stone
1997 Queensberry Road
Pasadena, California 91104-3351.

New Zealand Society
$36.00
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GLORIOUS CAMELLIAS 2012
Story and Photo by
Bradford King
Every year People magazine offers 'Arch of Triumph!, a beautiful cultivar
its list of the “Sexiest Man Alive.” After introduced by David Feathers in 1970,
the Golden Globe Awards and the seems to have retired from entering
Oscars, pictures of Hollywood's camellia shows.

biggest female stars dressed in
sparkling gowns, together with
critiques as to which star is best-
dressed, adorn their pages. Frankly,
camellias are as glamorous as these
attractive male and female stars. To
my way of thinking the reticulata
cultivars are the male camellia stars
and the lovely japonica and
nonreticulata camellias are like the
women—more delicate and beautiful
especially in their designer gowns
In 2011 we proclaimed 'Frank
Houser' the Sexiest Camellia Alive”.
The formal double camellias were
annointed as the “Best Dressed
Camellias” in the world. Which
camellias do we proclaim as the
winners for 2012? After viewing
hundreds of camellia show winners in
nine Southern Camellia Shows with

the results tallied secretly by Royalty BEST DRESSED CAMELLIAS
Accounting firm wholly owned and 'Lady Laura' is this year's best-
operated by myself these are the dressed japonica camellia. She is
results. beautifully gowned in lovely pink
petals with contrasting rose streaks.
SEXIEST CAMELLIA ALIVE She is a classy large to very large
The reticulata John Hunt' is this peony flower who came from

year's sexiest camellia alive. Originally Pensacola Florida. She is much classier

from Australia, he was introduced in than the Hollywood star Lady Gaga
1988. Like many actors from Australia, oL : ; -

he made his way to America and has :
been a star in many American camellia
shows. He is particularly impressive
when gibbed. He is very large and
takes several forms —semidouble,
loose peony and rose form double. He
is at his best as a loose peony flower
with veined and notched petals and
rivals the Australian movie star Hugh
Jackman who was once proclaimed
“sexiest man alive.” He gets his show
winning abilities from his father
"LASCA Beauty' and his lovely pink
color, very large size and loose peony
form from both parents. His mother

13



who is funky and outrageous in her and old for her delicate beautiful form.
outfits. 'Lady Laura' is more like Nicole

Kidman or Angelina Jolie. WHAT CAN YOU EXPECT IN 2013?
The newest camellia stars are the non- This is expected to be an unlucky
reticulata hybrids. Some have been year for new talents as soothsayers are

uncomfortable
with the number
13. However, your
candidates for
“Sexiest Camellia
Alive” and “Best
Dressed” japonica
and non-reticulata
camellias would
be appreciated.
Please send your
nominations with
a digital
photograph of
your candidate to
bdk@usc.edu by

around for years
and others are new
to camellia shows.
They are like the
child actresses who
continue to
develop over the
years into beautiful
young women.
The winner this
year is 'Buttons ‘N
Bows' who has
been a favorite
since entering the
camellia world in
1985. The light

pink petals shade April 2, 2013 or
to a deeper tone on Royalty

the petal edges Accounting will
form a beautiful unilaterally
small formal double flower. determine the winners.

She is always a favorite with young

Best
Treated 2
Retic/Retic Hybrid

ariety: Ruta Hagmann
Non by Carol Stickley

‘Ruta Hagmann' — the “winningest” retic hybrid and Carol Stickley, the
“winningest” Southern California exhibitor !

14
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SHIRO KARAKO
Bradford King
Photo by Joe Tunner

‘Shiro Karako’ means “White
Anemone” in English. It has a long
history in Japan dating back to 1788. It
is a very pretty miniature-to-small
white anemone form and grows on a
vigorous spreading plant. The blooms
are fairly uniform and look similar to
the japonica ‘Man Size'. However,
‘Man Size’ grows more openly and
upright and is a creamier white
anemone flower. ‘Shiro Karako' is
considered a mid-season flowering
camellia, but there were six very
lovely blooms the second week of
January 2011 at the Judges’
Symposium which had
been grown by Linda and
Joe Tunner in their
garden in Encinitas. If
vou like miniature and
small flowers, this very
pretty cultivar is one you
might like to grow. Itisa
C. rusticana (snow
camellia), a sub variety of
japonica and would be
exhibited in the “species”
class in a camellia show.

Nuccio’s Nurseries
catalog lists fifteen C.
rusticana camellia of
which the most popular
is ‘Botan-Yuki’. A larger
and attractive white
medium flower with
pointed petals was
christened ‘Shooting Star’
by the Nuccio’s.

The C. rusticana
come from higher
elevations in Japan where they are able
to survive and grow insulated by a
layer of snow which is why they are
called “snow camellias.” When the
snow melts, they burst into colorful
blooms. Generally, these camellias are
characterized by bushy, compact
growth, slender supple branches and
profuse red blooms. They make good
foreground landscape camellias where
their many small blooms can be

appreciated. A few red cultivars can be
seen in The Huntington Botanical
Garden in front of taller cultivars close
to the paths between the Japanese and
Chinese gardens.

It is interesting that the white C.
rusticana cultivars like ‘Shiro Karako’,
‘Botan-Yuki’ and ‘Shooting Star’ are
more popular in Southern California
than the more traditional red “snow
camellias.” If you have ever lived or
visited parts of the country where
there is snow, you know how red
flowers are appreciated against a layer
of white snow and how colorful

flowers are so appreciated after
months of cold and snow. Imagine
living in the snowy mountains of
Japan and looking forward to the snow
melting to see red flowers appear as
the snow melts. Simple beauty and the
joy of spring come to mind.

(Continued on page 25)
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days with daytime temperature in the
60’s blooming ceases but is triggered
by mid 70’s and 80’s. There is no
danger of damage during winter cold
here in Southern California. They will
survive temperatures as low as 23°. '

In general, it appears best to grow
them like japonicas—dappled
sunlight, partial shade or under 50%
shade cloth even though they love hot
weather. In China they grow in a
warm moist climate. At Nuccio’s the
new grafts are protected by two layers
of 50% shade cloth; when rooted they
are grown in full sun under 50%
shade cloth.

New plants may be propagated by
cleft grafting in spring and early
summer—Ilater than japonicas that are
usually grafted in February. C. azalea
is notorious for poor growth on its
own roots. Cuttings usually don’t take
and, those that do, grow slowly and
weakly. In short, cuttings are a waste
of time. Ihave had initial success
with a couple of approach grafts.
However, in the 100° dry heat this fall,
when trying to give them moisture. I
blasted the graft off the mother plant—
failure due to grower not C. azalea. In
summary, it is best to get out your
check book and go to Nuccio’s for this
camellia.

Hybridizing with C. azalea is very
exciting as it is possible to transmit
the genetic traits of repeat and
summer blooming into first generation
hybrids. Two different authors have
reported their successes in the ACS
2009 Camellia Yearbook. Mark
Crawford’s article reported that Hulyn
Smith bred and grew ‘Wendzalea’
which bloomed in October 2007 and
then again in March, 2008. Matthew
Taylor from Longwood Gardens also
reported the four C. azalea x C.
japonica hybrids they bred are two to
four feet tall and bloom two to three
times a year under green house
conditions. . This is clear evidence that
C. azalea hybrids inherit the repeat
blooming characteristics.

Professor Gao and his colleagues
in China (email communication)

report they have bred five hybrid C.
azalea that are summer blooming.
This is evidence that summer
blooming can be inherited in F1
seedlings.

The last few years my hybridizing
program has focused on making
controlled crosses with C. azalea
pollen on a number of C. japonica

- qultivars. Some good seed-setting

cultivars like ‘Magnoliaeflora’ and
‘Wildfire’ have rarely set seeds when
pollinated by C. azalea. On the other
hand ‘Tama-No-Ura’ and ‘Tama
Peacock’, when pollinated with C.
azalea, have produced dozens of
hybrid seedlings with leaves showing
similarities with C. azalea foliage.
This indicates a successful cross was
made. The point is to find japonica
cultivars that are compatible with C.
azalea in order to produce seedlings
that can inherit the reblooming and
summer blooming characteristics that
make C. azalea special. It is fun and
interesting to discover what cultivars
make good seed-setters and are
compatible with C. azalea. Will C.
reticulata, C. amplexicaulis or other

" camellia species be compatible with C.

azalea? These are the intriguing
possibilities to investigate. You, too,
can enjoy this intriguing adventure in
camellia breeding.

Now that we can get beautiful
healthy C. azalea plants from
Nuccio’s the opportunity to use it as a
seed parent is a reality. In 2008 I was
fortunate to obtain a few C. azalea
scions from a friend in Georgia. One
large graft has done well in terms of
growing and flowering a few times in
2008 and 2009.

How can we pollinate this
camellia when it blooms in the
summer when no other camellia is
flowering? I collected pollen from a
number of cultivars in February 2009
and placed the pollen in the freezer in
a zip lock bag properly labeled to use
in 2010. Therefore, when the above
plant bloomed on 8/3/10, after
removing all its stamens, I pollinated
it with ‘Tiffany’ pollen collected and
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