
Southern California  
Camellia Society 

The Camellia Review 
 

BRADFORD KING ARTICLES 
 

2011 – 2015 
 

 
 

C. reticulata 'Jim Smelley' 



Table of Contents 
 

 

October 2015   

    Camellia Species: C. azalea (C. Changii Ye) 

  Colorful Camellia Names 

  
How To Prepare Your Camellias For Mandatory 

Water Restrictions 

  The Tea Plant 

 

April - June 

2015 
 

  Innovative Ways to Grow and Display Camellias 

 

January - March 

– 2015 
 

  Viral and Genetic Variegation in Camellias 

  Creative Camellia Names 

 

October - 

December 2014 
 

  Camellia Popularity 

  Talking With the Nuccios 



 

April - June 

2014 
 

  Camellia Companions 

  Invaders from the North 

 

January - March 

2014 
 

   

  Camellia Friends Honoring Friends 

 

October – 

December 2013 
 

  William Ackerman, Gentleman and Scholar 

  Wonderful Camellia From Japan 

  A New Beetle Problem 

 

April – June 

2013 
 

  
California Hybridizers and Their Contribution to the 

Camellia World (Part two Southern California) 

  The Hidden Garden of Hollywood 

  The Most Glamorous Camellias in 2013 

Where Were You in 1961?



 

January – 

March 2013 
 

  
California Hybridizers and Their Contribution to the 

Camellia World (Part one Northern California) 

 

October – 

December 2012 
 

  
Descanso and Huntington Gardens Contributions to 

the Camellia World 

  How Temple City Became Home of Camellias 

 

April - June 

2012 
 

   

 

January – 

March 2012 
 

  Calling Sycamore 4-3883 

 

October – 

December 2011 
 

  Shiro Karako 

Glorious Camellias 2012



  
A Look into the Past - Camellia Nurseries in 

Southern California 

  A Little Camellia Flower 

 

April - June 

2011 
 

  Different and Unusual Camellias 

  Glamorous Camellias 

 

January - March 

2011 
 

  A New summer and Fall Blooming Camellia 

  Nostalgia: Are We Getting Older or What? 

 



Return to TOC





Return to TOC









Return to TOC





Return to TOC







Return to TOC









Return to TOC









Return to TOC









Return to TOC









Return to TOC









Return to TOC









Return to TOC







Return to TOC









CAMELLIA FRIENDS HONORING FRIENDS
Bradford King

now out of print. My copy wa
nally purchased on 12/17/59
old Larson for $10.40. The boc
was signed by F. L. Butler and
in the book when it was given
Francis Butler was a long-tern
Southern California Camellia '

member and camellia grower
She was honored by Reg Ragl.
1958 with her own cultivar. 'F:
Butler' is a medium tulip-shaj
double flower with notched p*

deep coral toned red. Frances
at one of the last SCCS meetin
attended that she was visiting
land when he was culling and
ing which seedlings to keep. V
was about to discard the abov
Frances told him it looked goc
so he named it after her. Reg F
was president of SCCS in 1969
the Nuccios won the coveted 1
Seedling Japonica Award for '<

Slam'. William Woodroof had
named a camellia for Reg Rag
1954. 'Reg Ragland' has a larg
semidouble bloom with small*

center petals surrounding a m
yellow stamens.

Camellia enthusiasts in past years
not only grew, showed and bred camel-
lias but honored their relationships by
naming new camellias for their friends.
In Southern California from 1940
through 1970's this was in full swing
as new hybrids were being bred and
introduced at a pace we have not seen
recently. Descanso Gardens and Ralph
Peer had received the first C. reticulata
from China in 1948. The Hunting-
ton Garden, in cooperation with the
Southern California Camellia Society,
was building its camellia collection.
There were over thirty camellia spe-
cialty nurseries in the area. The most
vital were Nuccio's Nursery, Kramer
Brother, McCaskill Gardens and Star
Nursery. Most of the camellia people
knew each other and enjoyed sharing
camellia stories. As the camellias grew
so did the friendships. Lest we forget
let's look at some of the classic camel-
lias named to honor camellia friends.

We begin with 'Margarete Her-
trich'. This flower first bloomed in the
Huntington Gardens in 1942 and was
introduced by them in 1944. Named
for the wife of William Hertrich, the
superintendent of Huntington's Botani-
cal Garden and founder of the camellia
collection, this white formal double has
a beautiful form. It can still be seen in

the Huntington Gardens but is no lon-
ger seen at camellia shows even though
it is as beautiful as 'Nuccio's Gem' and
better than most other white formal
double flowers.

Howard Asper honored William
Hertrich in 1962 by naming a deep
cherry red very large semidouble
reticulata hybrid for him.

Asper was one of the early hybrid-
izer of reticulata hybrids. He was
Curator of Descanso Gardens and later
became Superintendent at Huntington
Botanical Gardens.

'Carl Tourje' was introduced by the
Huntington Botanical Gardens in 1960.
It has a large soft pink that shades to
a deeper pink semidouble flower with
wavy petals. It is a hybrid resulting
from crossing a variant of C. pitardii
with pollen of C reticulata 'Chang's
Temple'. The pitardii parent came from
seed Carl Tourje imported from China.
The Huntington named this camellia
for him. Tourje was an enthusiastic
amateur camellia grower and editor of
Camellia Culture, a publication by the
Southern California Camellia Society.
The book is a comprehensive collec-
tion of articles detailing the scientific
practices of growing, propagating and
breeding camellias. It is a classic book

This camellia circle of frien
going when, in 1989, the Nuc
honored William Woodroof, f <
and long-term editor of the Sc
California Camellia Society pi
Camellia Nomenclature, with hi
camellia. 'Bill Woodroof ' has c
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